[Diagnosis, frequency and importance of the "low-output-syndrome" in the postoperative period after mitral valve replacement (author's transl)].
From 1970 until 1975 single mitral valve replacement was carried out in 162 patients using Björk-Shiley disc prostheses. The surgical mortality (within 30 days postoperatively) was 9.3% (n=15). Out of these 15 patients 9 died due to myogenic cardiac insufficiency. 21 patients with "Low-output-Syndrome" due to myogenic insufficiency however survived. The improvement of intraoperative myocardial protection since 1972 (using hypothermia and cardioplegic induced cardiac arrest) reduced the frequency of myogenic cardiac insufficiency to 1%. Unrelated to the above mentioned we saw in 18.5% of all patients after ECC-procedures a temporary "Low-output-Syndrome" after the 3rd postoperative day due to pericardial effusion.